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2023-24 
LEGISLATIVE 
SESSION RECAP

WISCONSIN COUNTIES ASSOCIATION

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

Shared Revenue

Brewers Alcohol Reform

Education Funding
Protective Status for 

County Jailers

Redistricting

https://www.wispolitics.com/2024-redistricting/

https://gis-ltsb.hub.arcgis.com/pages/district-maps

2024 Election Not Running/Changes

Assembly
1.AD-11: Dora Drake – Running for SD-4
2.AD-12: Lakeshia Myers – Running for SD-4
3.AD-18: Evan Goyke – Running for Milwaukee 
County Attorney
4.AD-28: Gae Magnafici – Not seeking re-
election
5.AD-42: Jon Plumer – Not seeking re-election
6.AD-44: Sue Conley - Not seeking re-election
7.AD-46: Melissa Ratcliff – Running for Senate
8.AD-48: Samba Baldeh – Running for Senate
9.AD-65: Tod Ohnstad – Not seeking re-election
10.AD-71: Katrina Shankland – Running for 
Congress
11.AD-73: Angie Sapik – Not seeking re-
election

12.AD-81: Dave Considine – Not seeking re-
election
13.AD-88: John Macco – Not seeking re-
election
14.AD-90: Kristina Shelton – Not seeking re-
election

Senate
1.SD-2: Rob Cowles – Not seeking re-election.
2.SD-16: Melissa Agard – Running for Dane 
County Executive

Congress
1.Mike Gallagher – CD-8 – Resigning as of 
April 19

Running in a New District

1.AD-38: Barabara Dittrich – Running for AD-99
2.AD-41: Alex Dallman – Running for AD-39
3.AD-50: Tony Kurtz – Running for AD-41
4.AD-57: Lee Snodgrass – Running for AD-52
5.AD-59: Ty Bodden – Running in AD-3
6.AD-62: Robert Wittke – Running for AD-63
7.AD-68: Karen Hurd – Running in AD-69
8.AD-69: Donna Rozar – Running in AD-86
9.AD-77: Shelia Stubbs – Running in AD-78

10.AD-79: Alex Joers – Running in AD-81
11.AD-97: Scott Allen – Running in AD-82
12.AD-99: Cindi Duchow – Running for AD-97
13.SD-8: Dan Knodl - Running for AD-24
14.SD-18: Dan Feyen – Running in SD-20
15.SD-20: Duey Stroebel – Running in SD-8
16.SD-30: Eric Wimberger – Running for SD-2
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LOOKING FORWARD

Budget Surplus

Transportation Court Funding

Political Composition

Mental Health

Bills Signed 
into Law
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Bills Signed Into Law

Bills Vetoed Bills Signed into Law Bills Passed and Sent Bills Introduced

WI Act 68: County of Residency

• Clarifies placements made by Family Care MCOs that the 
county of residence is where the member resided prior to 
the placement

• Residency determinations without this guidance will result in 
unequal impacts on receiving counties

WI Act 55: Professional Counsellor Compact

• Authorize Wisconsin to join the interstate professional 
counsellor licensure compact. 

• The compact will allow Wisconsin to recognize counsellor 
licenses issued by other states participating in the compact.

Wisconsin Act 119: Like-Kin Legislation

• Bill defines ”like-kin” as someone with a significant 
emotional relationship 

• Allows a court to place a child with unlicensed individual if 
they qualify as “like-kin”

• Bill allows first cousins once removed and like-kin persons 
to receive kinship care 

• Changes the term used to refer to these persons from 
“kinship care relatives” to “kinship care providers” 
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Wisconsin Act 249: Crisis Now/CUCOF

• Crisis Now:

1.“Someone to talk to” – 988 or County Crisis Lines 
2.“Someone to respond” – Mobile Crisis Response Teams; and 
3.“A safe place to go” – Crisis Urgent Care and Observation Facilities

• CUCOF framework is “a safe place to go”
• Smaller, more effective regional facilities
• Helping people recover in a safe, calming space close to home
• Designed for short term stays with local follow up services

Wisconsin Act 177: Waiver of IMD Restriction

• Require DHS to seek a federal waiver to allow federal Medicaid 
reimbursement for mental health treatment services in facilities 
considered IMDs

• Positive Impacts:
• Providing funding to make it more sustainable for hospitals to 

maintain psych beds
• Reduce demand on Mendota and Winnebago mental health 

institutes
• Significant cost savings for counties
• By supporting more beds in hospitals and centers, the waiver 

will reduce the amount of time law enforcement spends 

Wisconsin Act 217: Xylazine Test Strips

• Non-opioid vet tranquilizer linked to overdoses nationwide

• Overdoses from Xylazine are as deadly as Fentanyl and harder 
to treat because it is not an opioid

• Bill excludes Xylazine test strips from the state’s definition of 
“drug paraphernalia” which would allow for distribution

• Civil or criminal liability protection for those who distribute test 
strips

Other Bills Signed Into Law

• Wisconsin Act 4: Jailer Protective Occupation

• Wisconsin Act 41: Professional Baseball District

• Wisconsin Act 121 and 122: Electric Vehicle Charging Stations and Infrastructure

• Wisconsin Act 139: Decommissioned Power Plants

• Wisconsin Act 160: Drivers Education Curriculum

• Wisconsin Act 203: Grants to Counties for Veterans Services

• Wisconsin Act 207: Tax-Deeded Properties

• Wisconsin Act 221: Grant Program for Public Safety Interoperable Communication 

System Upgrades

Topics for Next 
Session

Legislation for Next Session

• Children’s Long- Term Support Program MOE

• Psychiatric Residential Treatment Facilities

• Videoconferencing in Hearings

• Chapter 980 Sexually Violent Offenders
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Next Steps at WCA

• Legislative Agenda
• New steering committee terms
• Budget priorities
• After elections: Introducing ourselves
• Opioid Litigation

Opioid Reporting

• Required reporting of receipts and 
expenditures by May 1

• Task force modified reporting 
• The goal is to provide enhanced transparency 

to encourage counties to share successes and 
challenges with all stakeholders.

Opioid Reporting

• Once submitted, the forms will be uploaded 

to wisopioidabatement.com for reference

• Forms will be submitted on April 30

• We need your forms asap!

A CLOSER LOOK   
AT WISOPIOIDABATEMENT.COM

IMPORTANT TO KNOW…

• It is important to note that the Association makes no 
recommendation on the use of settlement funds or the priority 
of any expenditure.  

• Different counties will approach the abatement challenge in 
different ways, and that is perfectly acceptable!

HOME PAGE: WISOPIOIDABATEMENT.COM

• The home page invites people 
to learn more and “join the 
conversation”

• Like all website, there are 
menu items across top

• Contact information across the 
bottom

• Top news stories and latest 
updates posted on this page

• “Next Steps” engagement 
button for people to reach out 
with ideas, suggestions, etc.
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NEWS ITEMS ON HOME PAGE

News

• Top three stories are posted 
to the home page

• This menu item is a 
repository for all news 
stories

NEXT STEPS

• Engagement on 
topics can be found 
here.  This section is 
updated periodically 
with any relevant 
updates.

SERVICES MENU 
ITEM

• While WCA appreciates and encourages collaboration 
among counties and other stakeholders relative to 
efforts to combat the opioid epidemic, WCA does not 
endorse any specific measures contained on the 
website. 

• Ultimately, it is up to each individual county to 
determine what measure will work best in combatting 
the epidemic and complying with the terms of the 
settlement agreements and Wis. Stat. § 165.12.
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SERVICES MENU ITEM

Content in this area is broken by in two different ways, by topic 
areas of:
 Harm Reduction
 Prevention
 Recovery 
 Treatment

Questions?
THANK YOU!

Chelsea Shanks
WCA Government Affairs Associate

shanks@wicounties.org
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