
 

**For BIPOC individuals, not limited to a certain age or gender** 

 

Step 1:  Ask the youth or parent what products they need.  Have a 

conversation about their hair and learn about them first--not everyone needs or uses 

the same products.   Ask if the individual has had reactions to certain brands, they may 

need something specific for a reason.   

 

What if I need something that’s not here? 
If there is something specific you need that is not in this closet, either a type of product or a 

certain brand due to skin sensitivity, please send an email copying Justyce McGuire, Fortuna 

Schrank and Charlie Larson.  If you have a recommendation for an item that should be stocked in 

the closet please write that on the clipboard. 

 

Step 2: Check back in 

Not all products work for everyone, if you have given out items that have never been used 

before, inquire with the family/youth to be sure they haven’t caused a reaction.  It is unlikely that 

anyone will bring your attention to a need for a different product if you do not ask.   

 

**Please be mindful that the items in this closet are more expensive due to their 

ingredients.  They are intended for the youth and families served by the Department who 

currently do not have the resources to purchase the high-quality ingredients required for proper 

care of BIPOC hair.  CYF is committed to getting the right products to consumers in need.  

Proper engagement and a good understanding of consumer needs is required to use this resource 

as intended.   

 









The Crown We Never 
Take Off 





Look Good Feel Good!

What does your hair represent? 

How does your hair represent how you 
feel?



History 
01

The origin and history of the 
Crown we never take off. 



The History of Black Hair

Pre-imperial 
Africa

1950s - 
1960s

1520s -1860s 2023/24

Black Hair 
in African 

Culture

Civil Rights 
Movement 

Transatlantic 
Slave Trade

Embracing 
Black 

Identity

1980s 
-1990s 

Post Civil 
Rights 

2000s 

Natural 
Hair 

Movement



Madam C.J. 
Walker 

late 1800s - early 
1900s

First self made female millionaire and  
business women who struggled with hair 

loss and built an empire of hair care 
products for black women. 



Protective 
Hairstyle 
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Any styles that keeps the ends of the hair tucked 
away and minimizes daily touching/brushing.



Black Hair Tells 
a Story 



Braids  go back to 3500 BC. Braids 
were used to identify tribes, wealth, 
religion, power, and status. Further, 
enslaved people used braids to 
communicate for escape routes. 

Braids 



Afro gained acceptance during the 
Black Power Movement in the 
1960s. Afro represented fighting 
oppression, rejecting European 
Beauty standards, and accepting 
Black Beauty.

Afro



Dreadlocks  It received recognition in 
the 1970s. Associated with the rejection 
of the mainstream and portray a 
linkage to Africa. It symbolized 
strengths.

Dreadlocks 



Wigs started in Egypt and it 
became gender and culture 
expression tools.

Wigs



Bantu knots, which among 
Africans, “Bantu” translates to 
“people” and categorizes more than 
400 ethnic groups in Africa.

Bantu Knots 



Twist became popular more 
recently. Twists were used to 
signify tribe, status, and family 
background.

Twist 



The Healthcare 
to Hair Care 
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Health 
Care 
Definition

Efforts made to maintain or restore 
physical, mental, or emotional well-being 
especially by trained and licensed 
professionals 



According to CDC

● The scalp produces a natural oil called sebum that 
moisturizes and protects your skin from infection.

● What happens if not taken care of properly 
○ Ringworm 

○ Head lice  

○ Hair loss 

○ Damaged hair 

○ Trauma 

hair care IS healthcare



Examples of Damaged Hair



The Nourishment 
for our Crown
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The unique nature of Black hair moves 
beyond just cultural differences. The 
elasticity and tight coils of Black hair 
requires it to have certain essentials.



Hair Types 
The first step of your hair journey is 
learning the characteristics of your 
hair.  

The “hair typing system”
● Type 1- straight 
● Type 2- wavy 
● Type 3- curly
● Type 4- coily/kinky

The letter A, B,C determine the 
width of hair wave, curl, or coil 
patten. 



Hair Ingredients



Sulfates Phthalates 

Mineral 
oil Petrolatum 

Parabens

Fragrance 

Ingredients to Avoid



● Accessibility
● Not having adequate training for staff
● Lack education 
● Time 
● Privileges 

Black hair and the barriers 



Good Reflection 
of overall health! 

Self-love → 
wellness!

Self-esteem!

Confidence

Youth Benefits  

Feeling cared for



Builds Trust

Promotes 
Understanding 

Increased 
Engagement 
with the youth & 
Parents 

Agency Benefits  



Cost and 
Budget
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$200
Realistic Monthly Budget  



$17.00
“Our budget is $17 every six weeks for 

hair cuts”



Who’s picking up the difference of 
these hair care costs?



9 years 

11 years 

9 years $10,000
$14,000$9,720

Social Worker Out-of-pocket Costs 



● Crown Closet
● BIPOC Hair and Skin Health policy
● Upcoming projects…

What are we doing about it?







Want to 
learn more?



Questions?



Dane County Resources:

Afro Beauty Hair Care Booklet, Buzz Cuts and Beyond, DCDHS THe Journey of 
Transracial Parenting, Sun-Kissed and Melanin-Rich Skin Care Guide

Article:

White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack 

Movie:

Chris Rock’s Good Hair

Local Braider:

Beauty Your Way by Zaina Rae

Beyond Braids: Madison hair braider teachers and supports other women

Other Black Hair Care Resources

https://countyofdane.sharefile.com/share/view/sc619a13719e54a63b30062fecec857b9
https://countyofdane.sharefile.com/share/view/sc619a13719e54a63b30062fecec857b9
https://psychology.umbc.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/57/2016/10/White-Privilege_McIntosh-1989.pdf
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1213585/
https://www.itsbeautyyourway.com/
https://captimes.com/news/business/beyond-braids-madison-hair-braider-teaches-and-supports-other-women/article_4a9fc891-1015-563f-9f60-2e09a5a19bd3.html


Thank You!



Justyce McGuire

(608) 338-7212

mcguire.justyce@countyofdane.com 

Fortuna schrank 

(608) 469-6515

Schrank.Fortuna@countyofdane.com 

Charlie Larson

(608) 695-3590

larson.charlie@countyofdane.com

Contact Information

mailto:mcguire.justyce@countyofdane.com
mailto:Schrank.Fortuna@countyofdane.com
mailto:larson.charlie@countyofdane.com

